




REPORT ON 




SRIKAILASH (22744 ‘ /6932 M) PEAK EXPEDITION 




1993 BY BASANTA SINGHA ROY     -        LEADER 

                     Organized By : Mountaineers’ Association of Krishananagar , West Bengal .   

During my advance course at the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering, Uttarkashi in 1900when I had climbed Thelu Peak on Raktavarn Glacier, I heard about the Srikailash Peak from one of my course – met who was a member of Srikailash Expedition of Pravat Abhijatri Sangha , Calcutta of that year. Since then Srikailash is in my mind. 

After successfully leading on Baljuri Expedition (19430 ‘) of Kumayan Himalaya in 1991 and Un-named Peak (20840 ‘) on Gongotri Region in 1992 with my Club member this year our association decide to organized the 5th expedition of to Srikailash Peak (22744 ‘) during September,1993. Srikailash is located at the end of the Raktavarn Glacier in Gangotri Region. The coordinates of the peak is 31⁰01 ‘Latitude and 79⁰10 ‘Longitude. This peak was first climbed by an Astro- German team in 1983. First Indian climb was made by Paribhraman fo Gujrat in 1963.After that several attempts were made but there were fewer climbs. 
Srikailash is not a technical Peak but many accidents had taken place at the past due to its long approach and height. The nine member team are 1) Basanta Singha Roy (Leader); 2) Asok Roy (Dy. Leader); 3) Sanjib Chakraborty; 4) Bebasish Roy ; 5) Rjau Roy ; 6) Subhas Saha; 7) Swagatam Das; 8) Ajay Bhattacharjee; and 9) Nirmal Mukherjee. 

The Peak is situated near to the Indo-Tibet Border .So we had to take inner line permission from Ministry of Defence, New Delhi and Secretariat, U.P. Govt. and ultimately we got the final approval from Indian Mountaineering Foundation, New Delhi. 

The team left Krishnanagar on 31st August after packing all foodstuff, equipments etc. We had some problem for technical Mountaineering equipments .We thought that we may get all our required equipments from Dias Memorial Fund Store, NIM on hired basis. So that we applied them through Indian Mountaineering Foundation, New Delhi long before. But they refused to give us equipments for some reason for which we were not responsible. But we had managed it from different source though there were some shortages. 
2nd September morning we reached Haridwar by train and reached Uttarkashi on the same evening by Bus. At Uttarkashi Raj Bahadur, our Guide received us. Already we had contacted before with the’ Moutain Guide ‘for Porters. We took 10 Porters, One Guide, One Cook. We stayed there at Bhandari Hotel. Next day i.e. 3rd September we spent all the day for taking inner line permission, camera permission from Uttarkashi District Magistrate’s Office. We had also purchased and packed Kerosene oil, vegetables etc. from here. On that day we heard that Gongotri Road was closed due to heavy rain and land slide. So I was anxious for reaching Gangotri.
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On 4th September we left Uttakashi with all members, porters for Gangotri by Bus. We stayed Gangotri at Bajoria Niwas. Next day i.e. 5th September our trekking started from Gongotri in the morning for Bhojbasa and reached there at 4 p.m.Height of Bhojbasa is 12500 feet and it was 4 k.m. away from Gomukh . We were to late due to rain. We stayed at Bhojbasa Police Chowki. We handed over our permission letter to the Police Authority of Bhojbasa which was issued by the D.M’s Secretariat. The snow fall started from evening. It was unacceptable to us because we had no experience of snowfall at this time and altitude. 
6th September – It was fine morning. We started fro establishing our Base camp with all loads. I was very anxious for the Rockfall Zone area Gomukh and Raktravarn Glacier on today’s route. So we were very cautious about it. In spite of our extreme precaution one of our porter got head injury by a boulder which hit him coming from  the right rocky ridge of the Gongotri Glacier. All the porter feared . They were hesitating to move further. Immediately we gave him medicine . They we entered the danger route of the Raktavarn Glacier. Very slowly and carefully we negotiated the vast scree zone comprising loose earth and high boulder over steep slope.  All the route was full of snow. Finally we established our Base camp at 3 p.m. in Raktavarn Glacier on the bank of the Thelu Nallah at a height of 14850 ‘. From here all the porters returned back. The Base Camp was full of snow so we had some problem for pitching tents. 
7th September – Today our plan to ferry loads to camp – I. For this reason in the morning we repacked our foodstuff. The route to Camp – I was crossing the Thelu Nallah. All the members except Ajay, Sanjib and Cook started ferrying loads to Camp – I. Soon we reached the Base camp Of Indian Army Sudarshan Peak Expedition . They welcomed us. We proceeded towards the east over the lateral moraine of Raktavarn Glacier. Then we climbed the right ridge of Raktavarn Glacier. At the end of this ridge there was a steep slope. So we faced some problem to proceed. Cutting steps and keeping balance with heavy loads we proceeded one by one in the Glacier and Raktavarn   Glacier. Dumping all the loads here, we returned  at our Base camp and surprisingly we could not found any snow at our Base Camp due to sunny day. 

8th September – Toady we spent all the day leisurely by playing Cards , checking equipments . at noon one team form Bengal came here for their Thelu & Koteswar Peak expedition . We welcomed them with hot coffee. By taking rest  at Base camp we fully acclimatized here. Today we also welcomed a two men team from Bangalore who were retuning from Srikailash  Peak. They reached upto Camp – II from where they could not find the route of the next camp. 

9th September –  Lefting some emergency food at Base camp in a tent, all of us moved to occupy camp – I. The weather was fine. Today we avoided the ridge and proceeded through the lateral moraine of the Raktavarn Glacier and found that it was easy. So we had no problem to occupy our Camp – I. At night one of our member Subhasda got some breathing problem. We were very much anxious to him. After giving medicine and messages he was slightly improved.  I took the decision after discussing with my Dy. Leader that Asokda would retun with Subhasda . 
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10th September – Today we planned to ferry the loads to camp – II. Asokda & Subhasda returned from Camp – I. I was very much depressed for Asokda. He is senior most and most experienced member of our team. Without him the full team missed his valuable guidance but I had no alternative. Later all of told me that it was  a wise decision . All of us except Cook today ferried loads to camp – II and returned at Camp – I afternoon. Camp – II was established at a height of 16700 ‘on the lateral moraine of Raktavarn Glacier and it was established at the junction of Unnamed Glacier and Raktavarn . 

11th September – Today Sanjib , Debu & Ajay returned to Base Camp. Remaining four members, Guide, & Cook started with all loads to occupy Camp – II. At 3 p.m. we reached Camp – II. Guide & Cook reached Camp – II before us and pitched tens and made a temporary kitchen.
After reaching Camp – II , myself & Guide consulted for our future movement . We found that we had established Camp – II just before an Icefall and we would be have to negotiate that ice fall to reach  the other side. From evening the weather deteriorated and snow fall started. We took shelter in the Tent. It was continued till midnight of 12th September. On 13th we found that all the area covered with ¾ feet snow and we decided to stay here today. Myself & Guide today made a reccy upto the turning point of Raktavarn Glacier after repelling down the icefall. 

14th September – All of us started from here to establish our Camp – III. First we rappelled down the icefall one by one. The gradient of the icefall was low and easily cross it for snow. We proceeded towards camp – III very slowly through the knee /waist deep snow by the right side of Raktavarn Glacier.  It was very troublesome. At midway on the turn we set eyes on the majestic Srikailash . At 3 p.m. we pitched tens after beating the snow field at height of 17700 ‘. The weather was very beautiful. 
15th September – Today we decided to ferry loads to Camp - IV. Myself , Raju & Rajbahadur started to ferry loads towards the massive ice-fall of Srikailash Peak. Swagatam and Dharamraj returned to camp – II for taking some food which we kept there for emergency need. On midway Raju felt uneasy and he went back to Camp – III. We proceeded further but could not reach the base of the massive icefall due to knee deep snow and heavy loads. Dumping all the loads at a height of 18000 ‘we reached at camp – III. Nirmal received us with hot drinks. After some time Swagatam  and Dharamraj came up with necessary provisions. 
16th September – We established our Camp – IV. Rajbahadur made a reccy towards Camp – V. It was decided that comprising myself , Raju and Rajbahadur would be the summit team and rest members would stay at Camp –IV. till  our return. It was also decided that two more camps would be established for summit. 
17th September – When we prepared for ourselves for our journey taking goods for 4/5 days, Kerosene oil and other essential goods, Raju felt sick and could not agree to go further. Swagatam was fit but he had no experience at high altitude and Nirmal had no formal training. So we decided take our Cook,
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Dharamraj with us . At 9 a.m. we proceeded towards east to the lateral moraine of Raktavarn Glacier . Due to snow all the crevasses were covered so we had no problem but our approach was very slow due to knee deep snow.  At 3 p.m. we reached at end of the massive icefall towards east. We pitched our tents at a height of 18500 feet. on Raktavarn  Glacier.
18th September – Today we started early in the morning at 7.00 a.m. .Soon we found the route to negotiate the icefall . Finding routes by negotiating the crevasses gradually we gained height towards north. At 12 noon we reached the upper side of massive ice fall .We made some foods here. Earlier I heard that two humps would be negotiated to reach the west ridge of the Peak. So at 1 p.m. we again started for establishing our summit camp. At 3 p. m. we reached the top of the first hump and found that it was nearer the Peak II but west ridge of Srikailash was far away from here. We decided to pitched tent on the first hump . We were very tired because all the route we negotiated, on the knee deep snow. From here we could see all the peaks of the Chaturnagi Central Region and many other peaks . The weather was very good. 
19th September – Today we planned to short cut our routes and decide that we do not negotiated the second  hump to reach the west ridge of the peak. We saw that the south peak of the ridge was nearer though the gradient was very steep. So we rapelled  down from the first hump. The route was dangerous for icefall and crevasses. For the first time we roped up and proceeded by opening routes avoiding the crevasses. At 3 p.m. we reached just below the Srikailash I & II Col. We were very much tired. But we had to go an hour journey for a suitable place for Camp VII from where we could easily climbed the peak .By opening routes with load, Rajbahadur was very tired. So Dharamraj started to open the routes and within one hour he reached the base of the Peak. At 4 p.m. we established our summit camp at the base of the peak at a height of 21000 feet. Weather was very good we decide to make a summit attempt at 3 a.m. 

20th September – Dharamraj wake up at 2 a.m. and started making milk. Rajbahadur was not fit so I feared for first time for our summit. At last he wakes up at 5.00 a.m. At 6.15 a.m. we came out from the tents. We started to climb the Southface of Srikailash. It was very steep and gradually we moved towards the south ridge by four point technique. At 9 a.m. we reached to south ridge of the peak and it was far way from the Srikailash I & II Col. After taking some rest on the ridge we again started towards the peak and we roped up here. All the way we opened through  the knee deep snow but from here we faced some problems for hard ice . But again we get soft snow. Suddenly, we saw the whole area was covered with white out. It was mu ill luck because all my previous five expeditions I could not get good weather on summit date except Thelu Peak. So I was very much depressed. From the south ridge we saw the majestic mountains all the side except the north side because it was covered with our peak. At south-west we saw all the peaks of Gangotri Region i.e.  Shivling , Thaleysagar, Kedardome, Kharchakund, Satopanth , Vasuki and many Other Peaks. At the west we saw may peaks i.e. Sudarshan etc. and at the south -   
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East we saw Mana. At 10.30 a.m. we reached the rock band area of the peak. Some times the weather cleared and sometimes it was covered again with white out. At this rock band area the cold wind was blowing very high speed. After negotiating the rocky area proceeded further and at 11.15 a.m. we reached the top. We huged each other with tears of joy. We unfurled the National Flag & Club Flag and took photographs though the result was not fruitful due to bad weather. We performed Pujas with Agarbati & images of ‘Loknath Baba’ . We were in the top for 30 minutes. At 11.45 a.m. we rushed down from the peak at the same route. At 1.30 p/m we reached at summit camp . Here we opened a fruit juice tin and Rasogolla tin . We quickly wind up our tents and started coming down as quickly as possible. At 2.30 p.m. snow fall started and it was fully whiteout and visibility was nil. So we forced to pitched tents just below the hump where we established Camp – VI. I was very much eager to reach to my members who were stayed at Camp – IV since 17th with very much anxiety. But weather prevented us.

21st September - At 8.00 a.m. we started and easily reached Camp – V. at 9 a.m. At 10.30 a.m. we reached at Camp - IV. Nirmal, Raju & Swagatam welcomed us with tears just like a child. They told us that they were praying to God not for summit but our safe return .Because we took one day more for summit. We gathered all garbage, fired it and buried. At 12.30 p.m. we wind-up  Camp - IV and started back for Base camp. I was in hurry because three of our member stayed at Base camp and I know their anxiety for us. At 2.00 p.m. we reached Camp – III. From here I advised Rajbahadur and Dharamraj to go fast for Base Camp. They reached Base camp at 7.30 p.m. But we could not reach at Base camp and stayed at an area between our Camp – II & I area. 
22nd September – We started at 8.45 a.m. for Base camp and reached there at 1.30 p.m. Sanjib welcomed us with tears of joy various tasty foods. We decide to reach Gangotri today. We started at 3.30 p.m. and reached Gangotri at 11p.m. We left some loads at Base camp which were collected late by Porters. 
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